The increase in the number of cases notified as suffering from diphtheria which was remarked on last month has not been maintained, and the total for the five weeks under consideration is slightly below that for November and is definitely lower than the figure recorded for the corresponding period of 1952.
Similarly, scarlet fever has decreased and the numbers fcr the period under consideration are lower than for iast month and for last year.
The increase in the number of cases of chickenpox has slowed up slightly, but the number recorded is still greater than the total for November, but at 380 is considerably less than the number recorded for December of 1952, which figure was over 1,000. 
